Baptist  Press,  NAMB,  and  Kay  Cassibry, 
executive  director  of  the  Mississippi  Womans 
Missionary  Union,  contributed  to  this  article. 
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UP  AND  RUNNING  — 
Members  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Unit  put 
the  finishing  touches  on  site 
preparation  as  they  begin 
cooking  thousands  of  meals  for 
the  victims  of  Hurricane 
Charley  in  Florida.  The 
Mississippi  Baptist  volunteers, 
who  are  being  assisted  by  a 
team  from  the  Alabama  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  Unit,  are  based 
at  First  Church,  Arcadia.  (BR 
photo  by  Don  Gann) 
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Mississippi  volunteers  head  to  Florida 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor _ ' _ 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
Unit  was  activated  August  14  to  assist  the 
victims  of  Hurricane  Charley  in  Florida, 
where  the  category  four  storm  caused 
widespread  damage  and  displaced  thou¬ 
sands  of  families  as  it  swept  across  the 
central  portion  of  the  peninsular  state. 

The  unit's  self-contained  kitchen,  based 
on  a  tractor-trailer  filled  with  food  sup¬ 
plies,  commercial-grade  cooking  equip¬ 
ment,  and  a  high-capacity  electrical  gener¬ 
ator,  is  currently  stationed  at  First  Church 
of  Arcadia,  Fla.,  where  Mississippi  Baptist 
volunteers  are  preparing  about  (£400 
meals  per  day  for  hurricane  victims  and 
emergency  response  personnel. 

Donna  Swarts,  a  member  of  Goodwater 
Church,  Magee,  is  the  overall  coordinator  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  operation  in  Arcadia 
—  the  first  woman  ever  to  hold  that  posi¬ 
tion  during  a  full-scale  disaster  response. 

"The  opportunity  to  coordinate  the 
many  volunteers  and  volunteer  agencies 
involved  in  this  jsjze  operation  can  be  a 


help  cometh:  'My  help  cometh  from  the 

e  said. 


Sardis,  has  been  working  at  the  unit  for  about 
ten  days  and  has  toured  the  affected  area  to 
conduct  assessments  of  the  victims'  needs. 

"The  devastation  is  widespread,  mas¬ 
sive.  There's  everything  from  minor  dam¬ 
age  to  homes  totally  wiped  out,  upside 
down,  or  completely  gone,"  he  said. 

Sanford  said  the  Mississippi  Baptist  vol¬ 
unteers  are  working  long  hours  under  less 
than  ideal  conditions  to  help  the  area's  hurri¬ 
cane  victims.  He  dted  oppressive  heat,  high 
humidity,  and  regular  downpours  as  factors 


SERIOUS  STIRRING  — Vernon  Botefor,  a _ _ _ 

mixes  the  contents  of  a  huge  commercial  cooker  in  preparation  for  feedi 
of  victims  of  Hurricane  Charley  in  Florida.  Botelor  and  other  members  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Unit  are  currently  stationed  at  First  Church 
Arcadia,  and  are  cooking  more  than  6,400  meals  per  day.  The  Mississippi  unit  has  a 
capacity  of  20,000  meals  per  day.  (BR  photo  by  Don  Gann) 


that  have  combined  to  make  the  work  diffi¬ 
cult  at  best  "One  of  the  afternoon  storms 
was  so  severe  that  it  blew  down  the  canopy 
at  the  unit,"  he  said,  causing  no  injuries  but 
disrupting  the  demanding  schedule  under 
which  the  unit  has  been  operating. 

The  North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  of  the  Southern  Baptist 


Convention  (SBC),  headquartered  in 
Atlanta,  is  charged  with  coordinating  SBC- 
wide  disaster  relief  efforts.  NAMB  reports 
that  Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  vol¬ 
unteers  have  prepared  over  400,000  meals, 
cleared  an  untold  number  of  trees  and 
debris  from  roadways  and  houses,  and 
provided  showers  and  water  purification 


■rrrr™‘v..i 


The  NAMB  also  issued  a  call  for  chaplains. 
"Chaplains  available  to  serve  in  Florida  are 
asked  to  contact  their  state  chaplain  director 
or  state  disaster  relief  directormninediately," 
according  to  the  NAMB  web  site. 

Volunteers,  mostly  housed  in  local 
Southern  Baptist  churches  throughout  the 
affected  areas,  have  been  working  18-hour 
days  while  enduring  daytime  high  temper¬ 
atures  approaching  100  degrees. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
Unit  is  funded  by  gifts  to  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Mission  Offering  and  sup¬ 
ported  administratively  by  gifts  to  tne 
Mississippi  Cooperative  Program. 

To  make  a  tax-deductible  contribution 
to  the  Hurricane  Charley  relief  effort,  make 
checks  payable  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  specify  ^Hurricane 
Charley  Relief”  on  the  memo  line,  and  mail 
to  MBCB  Business  Office,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 

For  regular  updates  on  Southern  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  efforts,  visit  www.mbcb.org 
and  www.namb.net/dr. 


Reaching  our  state,  and  beyond 

TW  hey  feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the 
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Lackey  State  Mission  Offering  (MLSMO).  As 
this  newspaper  goes  to  press,  many  of  those 

Mississippi  Baptist  volunteers  are  usiiip  the  £ssj$£** 

supplies  and  equipment  provided  by  gifts 


Editor's 

Notebook 


The  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  is 
but  one  of  a  dozen  ministries  fund¬ 
ed  by  gifts  to  MLSMO: 

Evangelism  —  $165,000 

•  Language/Ethnic  —  $20,000. 
Brings  the  Gospel  to  various  lan¬ 
guage,  ethnic,  and  culture  groups 
through  leadership  training  and  min¬ 
istries  to  internationals. 

•  Criminal  Justice  —  $25,000. 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


Retreat  Ministries  —  $650,000  •  Pastoi 

•  Camp  Garaywa  —  $325,000.  The  state's  Provides  fir 

Girls  in  Action  (GA)  campground  in  Clinton  love  in  acti 
plays  host  to  over  2,000  girls  each  summer  who  find  th 
and  dozens  of  other  groups  year-round.  •  Chris 

•  Central  Hills  Retreat  —  $325,000.  The  $15,000.  Of 
state's  Royal  Ambassadors  (RA)  camp-  women  traj 

$10,000.  Helps  to  provide  ground  near  Koscuisko  also  serves  as  a  year-  to  self-suft 
Christian  certified  leaders  for  such  pro-  round  facility  for  retreats  and  camps,  with  a  the  acquisi 
grams  as  English  as  a  Second  Language,  focus  on  summer  programs  for  boys.  skills.  Bible 

Adult  Reading  and  Writing,  and  Tutoring 

Children  and  Youth.  Church  Planting  —  $400,000  Our  spec 

•  Associational  Mission  Projects  —  Assists  with  the  initial  expenses  of  starting  giving  to  th 
$100,000.  Empowers  local  missions  initiatives  new  churches  in  strategic  areas  of  the  state,  to  basic  open 
in  evangelism  and  community  ministry  reach  the  estimated  57%  of  Mississippi's  pop-  Southern  Bi 
through  associational  missions  directors.  ulation  that  remains  unchurched.  sions,  these 
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ingly  makes  the  heart  rejoice. 
Rejoicing  through  giving  is  to 


Guest  Opinion 


I  rejoiced  for  they  had 
X  offered  willingly"  (I 
Chronicles  29:9a). 

The  example  is  set  before  us 
to  rejoice  in  giving  willingly. 

Just  as  King  David  called  all  the 
assembly  of  Israelites  to  give 
not  for  the  palace  of  man  but 
for  the  temple  of  God,  all 
Mississippi  Baptists  are  being 
called  to  give  to  meet  needs  in 
our  state  and  share  Christ  with 
the  world.  The  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Missions  Offering 
is  the  place  to  begin. 

"Mississippi:  Are  You 

Willing?"  Tne  theme  for  the 
Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission 
Offering  is  challenging  all 
Mississippi  Baptists  to  come 
together  m  prayer  and  giving. 

Pray  for  a  greater  desire  to  see 
Mississippi  radiant  before  God 
and  then  willingly  give  to  see 
that  desire  come  to  be.  The  first  part  of  awareness 

The  statement  has  been  made  involves  being  afforded  the 
that  "it  t?kes  a  village  to  raise  a  opportunity  to  hear  about  the 
child."  One  might  say  "it  takes  need  for  evangelism,  mobi- 
the  whole  church  working  lization,  retreat  ministries, 

together  to  broaden  its  out-  church  planning,  and  human 

reach."  The  state  mission  offer-  needs.  The  second  part  is  a 
ing  can  do  just  that.  It  encour-  personal  desire  to  listen. 


worship  of  our 
call  for  Mississ  _ 
give  as  never  before  that  more 
may  be  done  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

Pastors,  as  the  shepherd  of 
the  church,  lead  the  flock  to 
become  aware  of  the  needs  in 
our  state,  to  know  about 
avenues  of  service  and  to  be 
willing  to  give.  Leaders  in 
WMU  and  Women's  and  Men's 
Ministries,  encourage  the  pas¬ 
tor  and  members  to  observe 
1  and  answer  the 
question,  ’'Are  You  Willing?" 

Giving  to  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Mission  Offering 
is  an  opportunity  to  answer  the 
iry  Union  than  just  seen.  According  to  question  at  hand  with  action, 

the  way  in  Webster,  to  observe  is  to  "study  The  state  goal  of  $1.65  million 

avenues  of  with  the  eye,"  making  what  is  may  sound  enormous. 

seen  become  a  part  of  ourselves.  Considering  only  one-half  of 
How  can  we  turn  away  from  the  churches  in  Mississippi 
facts  such  as  57%  of  gave  to  the  state  mission  offer- 

Mississippians  are  unchurched?  ing  last  year,  the  goal  is  reach- 

Yes,  church  planting  is  one  of  able  especially  if  we  follow  the 

the  avenues  of  service.  example  set  before  us. 

Accepting  the  opportunity  to 
give  requires  the  heart  to  have 
been  touched  by  awareness  and 
avenues,  of  service.  Giving  will- 
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Life's  greatest 
adventure 

By  Melleen  Moore,  member 
Macedonia  Church,  Petal 
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ages  the  church  to  work  togeth-  allowing  the  needs  to  touch 
er  to  make  the  greatest  impact  the  heart.  Prayer  from  the 
for  Christ.  The  total  church  lead-  heart  of  man  touches  the 
ership  can  promote  the  state  heart  of  God  leading  the  way  Mississippi 
mission  offering  knowing  that  for  God  to  open  our  eyes  to  ^  ' A 

Christ  will  be  proclaimed  see  needs  as  He  sees  them, 
among  our  Mississippi  neigh-  Avenues  of  service  are  all 
bors.  Church  pastors  and  around,  if  only  observed  rather 
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Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes 
(FCA)  staff  member,  Chery^. 
Wolfinger  had  found  her  calling 
after  earning  a  master's  degree  in 
religious  education  at 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth.  Working  with  young  peo¬ 
ple  in  Fort  Worm,  she  saw  count¬ 
less  lives  changed  during  FCA's 
summer  camps  and  school 
groups  known  as  "Huddles" 
during  the  academic  year. 

However,  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  Fred  Sorrells,  then 
stationed  in  Madagascar  but  on 
temporary  stateside  assign¬ 
ment,  suggested  using  sports 
for  world  outreach.  "When 
Fred  presented  the  idea,  he  said 
that  95%  of  the  world's  popula¬ 
tion  lives  outside  the  United 


numerous  still  photographs, 
which  she  presented  to  each 
team  member.  She  also  took 
them  to  a  Gospel  outreach  and 
gave  them  a  New  Testament 
autographed  by  Mims. 

Before  the  games  ended,  two 


20,000 people,  its  president  said. 

Its  latest  outreach  will  have 
international  proportions.  Thirty- 
one  ISF  volunteers  are  in  Athens, 
Greece,  to  conduct  clinics  in  vol¬ 
leyball,  basketball,  and  baseball 
during  the  Summer  Olympics 
Aug.  13-29.  While  sharing  the 
Gospel  with  as  many  people  as 
possible,  Wolfinger  said  doesn't 
maintain  a  conversion  count. 

One  reason  is  differences  in 
opportunities.  One  team 
returned  from  Africa  with 
members  talking  of  800  peo¬ 
ple  accepting  Cnrist;  another 
that  went  to  Afghanistan  only 
had  the  chance  to  talk  with  a 
handful  of  Muslims. 


A  number  one  goal  is  develop-  going 

ing  relationships  with  Greeks  God 
Wolfinger  so  when  we  leave,  the  [IMB]  knew 

8  missionaries  will  have  phone  pen,  t 

e  leader.  1  numbers,  e-mail  addresses  or  Wo 
>f  willing-  some  way  to  reach  them."  go  wi 

n  putting  Since  ISF  only  sends  teams  She  sa 
tion."  overseas,  it  didn't  organize  an  Gospe 
)  go  when  outreach  for  the  first  Summer  withoi 
aid  they  Olympics  after  its  founding  —  sion. 

3  requests  the  1996  games  in  Atlanta.  Greeci 
is.  However,  Wolfinger  kept  busy,  ened 

_  Through  her  contact  with  Gospe 

Sorrells,  she  became  a  special  Tni: 
assistant  to  a  delegation  of  six  reach  i 
athletes  and  two  coaches  from  team  ( 
jority  of  the  islands  of  Comoros,  a  12-22 
nd  sym-^  small  nation  200  miles  off  the  ball  a 
le  Bama  coast  of  Madagascar.  than  7 

nericans  Working  with  Olympic  In  i 

champion  Madeline  Mims,  ics,  IJ 
e  study!  Wolfinger  collected  surplus  ath-  prayei 
y  policy  letic  equipment  and  imprinted  Dottle; 

the  African  nation's  flag  on  tracts 
strongly?  white  tank  tops  to  fashion  team  and 
>rts  sifch  uniforms.  Wolfinger  also  video-  arouni 


Maurice  Flowers,  Jones  Association  director  of  missions,  is  select¬ 
ed  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  as  1984's  outstand¬ 
ing  missionary  leader.  He  is  recognized  during  Home  Missions  Week 
at  Ridgecrest  Assembly  in  North  Carolina. 


Paul  Harrell  is  licensed  to  the  Gospel  ministry  by-Mt.  Pisgah  Church, 
Rankin  County,  of  which  he  has  been  an  active  member  since  boyhood. 
He  will  continue  his  studies  this  fall  at  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton. 


lookin'*  back 

<  » 


Outreach  touches  Greeks  during  Olympics 


taped  their  races  and  took 


r  IlT  _  OLYMPIC  OUTREACH-  janet  ftssman,  an  International  Sc 


o-iuico,  rvaa  x  rvnmit  iu  Mdll  d 

ministry  that  would  reach  the 
95%?"  Wolfinger  said.  "That 
was  kind  of  my  wakeup  call." 

Since  she  organized  the 
International  Sports  Federation 
(ISF)  in  1993,  the  Atlanta-based 
ministry  has  worked  with 
International  Mission  Board 
missionaries  in  more  than  40 
countries  on  six  continents.  ISF 
has  dispatched  more  than  1,500 
volunteers  on  more  than  200 
projects,  touching  an  estimated 


wli  ivtric.  uu  i  —  janet  rassman,  an  international  bports 

Federation  volunteer  coordinator  in  Athens,  helps  out  during  a  children's 
activity  day  in  a  local  community  center.  Fbssman  is  a  faculty  member 
and  athletic  trainer  at  Louisiana  College  in  Pineville,  which  is  affiliated 
with  the  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  ISF0) 


"We  could  easily  say  we 
have  8,000  decisions,"  said 
Wolfinger,  age  39  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Wildwood  Church  in 
Acworth,  Ga.,  "but  who's  to 
know  someone  raised  their 
hand  because  they  didn't 
want  to  eo  to 


In  the  case  of  the  Olympics, 
these  athletic  missionaries  are 
capitalizing  on  interest  in  the 
games  to  reach  local  residents, 
according  to  Sarah  Beth,  direc¬ 
tor  of  Team  ISF's  missions 
mobilization  unit. 

"A  lot  of  this  tpam  is  nnn- 


ui  uic  v-umuies  auueies  nau 

prayed  with  Sorrells  to  receive 
Christ  as  Savior,  Wolfinger  said. 

Although  Wolfinger  then  led 
a  team  of  nearly  300  volunteers 
to  Sydney,  Australia,  in  2000, 
she  isn't  able  to  travel  to 
Athens.  Diagnosed  with  lym¬ 
phoma  earlier  this  year,  her 
treatments  continued^  through 
Aug.  12.  Wolfinger  said  tne 
high  temperatures  in  Greece 
would  be  too  much  for  her 
weakened  condition. 

"I've  been  over  to  Greece 
twice  to  meet  with  missionaries 
and  Greek  pastors,  so  to  be 
watching  the  Olympics  from 
my  couch  is  going  to  be  tough," 
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Five  individuals  with  Mississippi  ties  are  appointed  to  the  mission 
field  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board,  including  James  and 
Penni  Tilton,  Gary  D.  PoweH,  and  Dennis  and  Janet  Brotherton. 


Bama:  symbols  are  OK  |‘ 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  An  overwhelming  majority  of 
Americans  favor  allowing  traditional  Christian  values  and  sym¬ 
bols  in  the  nation  s  culture,  according  to  a  study  by  the  Bama 
Group.  Bama  even  concludes  that  tens  of  millions  of  Americans 
would  support  a  constitutional  amendment  to  declare 
Christianity  tire  official  faith  of  the  United  States.  The  study, 
released  July  26,  found  drat  79%  of  adults  rejected  any  policy 
toward  "removing  signs  that  list  the  Ten  Commandments  from 
government  buildings,"  including  60%  who  were  "strongly? 
opposed."  Less  than  one  out  of  every  five  ad41t§  supports  stfch 
a  policy.  Other  findings  include:  Only  13%  of  those  questioned  j 
favored  eliminating  the  phrase  "In  God  We  Trust  from  the| 
nation  s  currency,  while  84%  oppose  the  idea.  Nearly  three-  j 
quarters  of  the  population  was  "strongly  opposed’'  to  the  i 
change.  Just  15%  of  adujtswere  in  favor  of  nemoving  the  phrase  i 
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Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Man,  1932  -  2004 
copyrighted  1994 

<^BF  OSS  FYCDB  FYOF 
DBBQ  FYBB  EBVCUXB 
OAJ  TB  WSOJ  UA  FYBB: 
OAJ  SBF  DGXY  OD  SCMB 
FYN  DOSMOFUGA  DON 
XCAFUAGOSSN,  SBF  WCJ 
TB  KOWAUZUBJ. 


HDOSK  DBMBAFNZCGE 
Clue:  E  =  R 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle: 
Ecclesiastes  5:7 


Thank  You, 
Margaret  Lackey 

Hopefully,  in  just  a  few 
days  every  one  of  our 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches 
will  enter  into  a  time  of 
prayer  and  giving  for  State 
Missions.  We  will  be  observ¬ 
ing  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
State  Missions  and  giving  to 
special  needs  through  the 
Margaret  Lackey  Offering. 
As  in  the  case  of  our  two 
other  special  mission  offer¬ 
ings  involving  Lottie  and 
Annie,  this  time  of  year  pro¬ 
vides  opportunity  for  some 
‘folks  to' ask,  "Who  in  the 
world  is  Margaret  Lackey?" 
Beyond  that  some  may  say, 
"Who  cares  and  what  differ¬ 
ence  does  it  make?"  Please 
permit  me  to  say  clearly  and 
unapologetically,  "I  care," 
and  may  I  add,  "It  makes  a 
world  of  difference." 

Margaret  Lackey  was  the 
first  recording  secretary  of  the 
WMU  in  Mississippi.  She  did 
not  set  out  to  build  an  empire 
or  to  have  an  offering  named 
after  her.  Her  passion  in  life 
was  to  see  people  in 
Mississippi  come  to  know  the 
Lord  and  to  grow  in  their 
understanding  and  love  for 
Him.  Whether  in  the  halls  of 
the  capital,  in  the  halls  of  our 
churches,  or  in  the  halls  of  a 
hospital  Margaret  Lackey  rec¬ 
ognized  that  everyone  there 
needed  to  know  Jesus. 

The  offering  to  which  we 
give  is  not  just  to  commemo¬ 
rate  her  name,  but  it  is  to  cele¬ 
brate  her  passion,  a  passion 
which  came  from  God  and 
must  continue  through  us.  The 
Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission 
Offering  began  in  1903.  In  that 
year  Mississippi  Baptists  gave 
less  than  $300.00  so  that  we 
could  penetrate  the  darkness  in 
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Jim  Futral,  executive#director- treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


It  was  a  small  beginning  and  in 
more  recent  days  we  have 
watched  as  the  State  Mission 
Offering  has  doubled  over  the 
past  five  years.  You  have  done 


a  great  thing  Mississippi 
Baptists  and  your  impact  has 
become  greater  and  greater. 
This  year  our  goal  is  $1.65  MIL¬ 
LION  and  you  are  needed  to 
reach  that  level  of  giving.  Let 
me  take  a  moment  to  share 
with  you  how  through  these 
years  because  of  the  faithful 
giving  of  Mississippi  Baptists 
we  should  stop  and  say, 
"Thank  You,  Margaret,"  you 
have  made  a  difference. 

Thank  you  Margaret  for 
over  $20  million  given  in  the 
past  75  years  through  the 
State  Mission  Offering  that 
went  directly  to  the  carrying 
out  of  the  Great  Commission 
of  Jesus  to  Mississippi. 

Thank  you,  Margaret  for 
enabling  our  camps  to  grow,  to 
care,  and  to  touch  the  lives  of 
young  people.  If  you  added 
together  the  number  of  campers 
that  have  been  through  GA 
Camp  at  Garaywa  and  RA 
Camp  at  Central  Hills  over  the 
past  10  years,  there  would  be 
over  34,277  young  people  who 
have  been  able  to  attend  camp 
because  of  your  provision. 

Thank  you,  Margaret  for 
enabling  us  to  reach  beyond 
and  behind  prison  walls  and 
iron  doors  so  that  men  and 
women  whose  lives  seem  to 
be  wrecked  and  ruined  can 
find  hope  in  our  powerful 
Savior.  Over  the  past  20  years 
$471,134  went  to  the  Criminal 
Justice  Ministries  of 
Mississippi  Baptists  through 
this  special  offering. 

Thank  you,  Margaret  Lackey 
for  allowing  Mississippi 
Baptists  to  remain  poised  and 
ready  to  respond  24  hours  a 
day,  365  days  a  year  whenever 
a  disaster  might  hit  a  commu¬ 


nity  or  region  of  our  state.  Our 
Disaster  Relief  teams  are  sec¬ 
ond  to  none  when  it  comes  to 
arriving  on  the  scene  quickly 
with  a  cup  of  cold  water,  a  hot 
meal,  ana  hands  ready  to  do 
whatever  it  takes  to  help  lives 
be  put  back  together.  Over  the 
past  10  years  $399,637  was 
given  to  Disaster  Relief  so  that 
whatever  happens,  wherever  it 
happens  Mississippi  Baptists 
will  oe  there  on  the  scene  m  the 
name  of  Jesus  saying,  "We 
care."  Even  today  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Units  are  in  the  center  of 
need  in  Florida. 

Thank  you,  Margaret  Lackey 
for  allowing  us  to  oe  a  part  of 
mobilizing  your  people  to  go  on 
mission  with  Jesus.  It  is  not 
unusual  for  there  to  be  a  great 
mission  need  somewhere  across 
the  land  or  around  the  world 
and  that  need  be  coupled  with  a 
responsive  heart  that  is  able, 
capable,  and  willing  to  go  and 
make  a  difference.  Sometimes 


they  are  unable  to  connect,  but 
because  of  the  generosity  of 
Mississippi  Baptists  we  nave 
seen  scores  of  people  given  the 
incentive,  encouragement,  and 
die  assistance  to  get  up  and  go 
wth  Jesus. 

Thank  you,  Margaret  Lackey 
for  enabling  us  to  make  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  God-guided  church 
planters  to  go  out  into  pockets 
of  unreached  people  and  setup 
a  beacon  of  lignt  giving  hope  to 
everyone  around  in  beginning 
a  new  church.  In  just  die  last 
two  years  because  of  the  faith¬ 
ful  giving  of  Mississippi 
Baptists,  we  have  seen  20  new 
church  starts  from  one  end  of 
the  state  to  the  other. 

In  reality  all  of  these  words  of 
thanks  to  Margaret  Lackey  are 
words  of  appreciation  to  you. 
Her  love  for  the  Lord  and  her 
care  for  people  provided  a  spirit 
that  should  capture  each  or  us, 
but  the  real  issue  will  be  the 
response  that  we  give.  Her  work 
is  over  and  it  is  now  our  day  to 
make  a  difference.  Please  pray! 
Please  provide  an  opportunity 
for  folks  in  your  church  to  know 
of  the  significance  of  this  offering 
and  then  to  give  that  it  might 
continue  to  impact  our  state  and 
our  world  for  Jesus. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 
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Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

CALL  TODAY  1-800  370-6180 
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•  LifeWay  Discount 

•  15  to  42  Passenger 

•  Trade-ins  Welcome 


Since  1953 

www.carpenterbii8.com 
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Gift  Annuities 
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A  charitable  gift  annuity  is  a  contract  in  which  you  exchange  a 
gift  of  cash  or  stocks  for  a  guaranteed  fixed  income  each  year 
for  life.  This  is  an  extraordinary  way  to  make  a  gift,  increase  your 
income  AND  reduce  your  tax  bill.  Giving  a  gift  annuity  offers  you 
several  advantages.  You  receive  income  for  life  with  payout  rates 
for  one  or  two  people.  A  large  part  of  your  transfer  is  a  deductible 
charitable  gift.  Tax-free  income  is  another  bonus  of  the  gift  annuity. 

Part  of  your  annual  payments  are  tax-free  You  minimize  your  capital  gains 
taxes  when  you  give  a  gift  annuity.  You  will  know  that  you  are  making  a  gift 
of  lasting  impact  to  further  God's  work. 

In  addition,  you  are  able  to  choose  how  frequently  payments  will  be 
made.  You  can  select  one  person  or  two-person  annuities  and 
make  your  gift  with  either  cash  or  stocks.  Cash  gifts  allow  the 
most  tax-free  income  while  gifts  of  securities  (stocks)  allow  you 
to  reduce  capital  gains  taxes. 

At  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation,  we  provide  information  as 
well  as  church  seminars  on  a  wide  range  of  programs  and  financial 
services  Call  in  at  (801)  282-3210. 
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